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Teacher Assistance Program

Short-Term Guidelines

The Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund provides economic assistance to active and retired St. Louis Public School teachers facing extreme financial circumstances through its Teacher Assistance Program.  The Trust Instrument governing the Fund provides that “dire need” must be established.

Eligibility

1.
Only retired or active St Louis Public School certificated teachers and/or administrators who satisfy the Fund's eligibility criteria are eligible.

2.
The Fund shall consider the financial circumstances of family and friends in determining dire need.

3.
Each applicant, in order to become eligible for the Teacher Assistance Program, must submit an accurate financial statement, the facts of which can be verified by the staff of the Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund.

Eligibility Criteria

1.
Financial assistance is within the absolute discretion of the Board of Trustees. These eligibility criteria are guidelines only and do not create a right in anyone to receive assistance or an obligation on the part of the Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund to grant assistance.

2.
In evaluating applications, the Fund looks at the Applicant’s income, assets and expenses.

a. The Fund looks at the Applicant’s income and family income.  
b. The Fund will look at the Applicant’s savings, checking, investment assets and overall financial position.  The Fund will also assess the Applicant’s real property assets.  Generally, the Fund will not provide short term assistance where the Applicant has liquid funds in excess of $15,000.00 or substantial equity in real estate.  The Fund will also evaluate the Applicant’s monthly expenses, including living expenses, medical expenses and other expenses.
c. The Fund will compare the Applicant’s income with Federal Poverty Limit guidelines and will consider the cost, in the St. Louis metropolitan area, of the basic expenses needed to live in a reasonable style of living as determined by the Fund.  
The Fund recognizes that individuals in dire need may earn more than the Federal Poverty Limit or even a multiplier thereof, but may not have sufficient means to cover basic needs in a time of 
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crisis. Occasionally, an Applicant’s financial circumstances may justify assistance, even though the 

individual would not normally qualify. An example might be an applicant who is over the income
guidelines, but may have incurred very high medical costs not covered by insurance. Exceptions like these are extremely rare.
d. The Fund will generally not provide assistance where other assistance or resources are available to the Applicant.  For example, assistance sought for medical expenses will not be considered where such expenses may be a covered by insurance (including government programs such as Medicare or Medicaid) or the Fund determines the Applicant has sufficient means to meet expenses.

3.
Any applicant who is endeavoring to protect an estate for relatives or other parties shall not be considered for the Teacher Assistance Program.

4.
Applicants for, and recipients of, the Teacher Assistance Program must agree to notify the Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund office, in writing, of any changes in circumstances, financial, or otherwise, which affects the information provided on the application or otherwise communicated to the Fund.  This agreement is to be part of the signed application.
5.
The staff of the Fund, after each review, shall make a report of the case situation to the Chairman of the Teacher Assistance Program Committee for consideration and decision.  Should the Chairman be unable to make a decision, or if the recipient or applicant requests reconsideration of the Chairman's decision, the Teacher Assistance Program Committee shall be polled or shall meet in person to consider the case.  If this Committee cannot reach a decision, the entire Board of Trustees shall be polled or shall meet to consider the case. The Board's decision will be final.

6.
Each case shall be reviewed whenever considered necessary by the staff and routinely reviewed each year.  Each applicant's file will be considered confidential to the extent allowable under the law.

7.
Financial assistance will not be granted for medications, procedures or treatments, which in the absolute discretion of the Board of Trustees are considered experimental, unproven or of insufficient benefit.
8.
Financial assistance is not available for the payment of credit card balances or other consumer credit liability or for the payment of the medical expenses of individuals who do not meet the Fund's eligibility criteria. 
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