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Teacher Assistance Program


Long-Term Guidelines

General Overview

The Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund provides economic assistance to eligible individuals who are in need of long-term medical care, including individuals who reside in intermediate and skilled nursing facilities and individuals that receive special care at home.  The Trust Instrument governing the Fund provides that “dire need” must be established.
The Trustees of the Fund recognize that certain individuals lack the financial resources to procure the reasonable, appropriate and necessary medical or nursing assistance and as a result, they are at risk of being unable to continue living a dignified life. Also, the Trustees recognize that individuals who receive grants relating to their long-term care needs often, inadvertently or otherwise, fail to obtain governmental assistance, which may be available with respect to certain medical services, long-term care services and ancillary services. 

The purpose of this policy statement is to provide guidance in evaluating requests for long-term financial assistance.  It is not intended to create a right on the part of anyone to receive assistance or an obligation on the part of the Fund to grant assistance.  The decision to grant assistance, the amount of assistance and the length of time such assistance is awarded are all within the absolute discretion of the Board of Trustees.

Eligibility

Only retired or active St Louis Public School certificated teachers and/or administrators who satisfy the Fund's eligibility criteria are eligible.

Evaluation Criteria

1.
Financial assistance is within the absolute discretion of the Board of Trustees. These are guidelines only and do not create a right in anyone to receive assistance or an obligation on the part of the Fund to grant assistance or to continue assistance for any length of time or in any particular amount.
2.
All Applicants shall complete the Fund’s written applications and provide all financial information requested by the Fund’s staff (including for example, tax returns, credit card statements and an accurate financial statement, the facts of which can be easily verified).  Applicants must, as part of the initial application, agree to notify the Fund, in writing, of any changes in circumstances, financial or otherwise which affects the information provided on the application or otherwise communicated to the Fund.  Grant recipients may be required to submit proof to the Fund that the grant recipient has applied for reimbursement of benefits under Medicare or if applicable Medicaid.

3.
Grant amounts will generally be based upon financial need.  In evaluating applications, the Fund looks at income, assets and expenses.
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a. The Fund looks at the Applicant’s income and family income.  The Fund will look at the Applicant’s savings, checking, investment assets and overall financial position.  The Fund will also assess the Applicant’s real property assets.  Generally, the Fund will not provide assistance where the Applicant has liquid funds in excess of $15,000.00 or substantial equity in real estate.  The Fund will also evaluate the Applicant’s monthly expenses, including living expenses, medical expenses and other expenses.

b. The Fund will compare the Applicant’s income with Federal Poverty Limit guidelines and will consider the cost, in the St. Louis metropolitan area, of the basic expenses needed to live in a reasonable style of living as determined by the Fund.  The Fund recognizes that individuals in dire need may earn more than the Federal Poverty Limit or even a multiplier thereof, but may not have sufficient means to cover basic needs in a time of crisis or when in need of nursing or other special assistance with daily living activity.
c.  The Fund may request the Applicant provide financial information regarding family and friends in determining whether dire need exists.
4.
Grants should generally be awarded to assist in payment for goods or services that the individual is not eligible to receive through governmental assistance programs; unless it is determined that good cause exists to do otherwise.  Assistance may cover a wide range of services such as help with everyday tasks, housing and other living assistance and support for managing an illness. The assistance can be provided in many settings, such as a person’s home or nursing home. The type of assistance awarded is in the complete discretion of the Fund and the Fund may impose conditions upon the receipt of assistance.
5.
Assistance, in the discretion of the Fund, may be provided for an extended period when someone is not able to do everyday tasks themselves.  However, under no circumstances will assistance be unlimited.  The Fund shall advise grant recipients of the period in which assistance will be provided.  Extensions of grant assistance are within the discretion of the Fund.  
6.
The Applicant's income, if any, must be inadequate to support him or her in a reasonable style of living, given the individual’s medical condition, or the Applicant must have medical bills accruing from his or her illness which are not covered by insurance, income, assets or any governmental assistance program.  

7.
Any Applicant who has transferred or attempted to hide assets in effort to protect such assets for relatives or other parties shall not be considered for long-term financial assistance.

8.
Generally, no individual recipient should receive a monthly grant in excess of the statewide average monthly cost of nursing facility services.
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9.
Financial assistance is not available for the payment of credit card balances or other consumer credit 

liability or for the payment of the medical expenses of individuals who do not meet the Fund's eligibility criteria.

10.
Long-term financial assistance will not be granted for medications, procedures or treatments, which, in the absolute discretion of the Board, are considered to be experimental or unproven or of insufficient benefit.

11.
In the event that a long-term care assistance recipient's physician has determined that the recipient is suffering from a fatal pathology from which there is no reasonable hope of recovery, long-term assistance shall not be granted for treatments or other procedures which are considered in the absolute discretion of the Board of Trustees to be an ineffective therapy or which merely serve to prolong the dying process.

12.
The Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund is intended to be a supplement to the individual's resources and any available governmental assistance. Therefore, notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, the Trustees shall not be required to make any discretionary payments in reimbursement to any governmental entity which may have incurred expenses for the benefit of an individual recipient of a grant, and the Trustees shall not be required to directly or indirectly pay any obligation of an individual recipient which obligation is otherwise payable by any governmental entity or pursuant to any governmental program of reimbursement or payment. 
13.
All Applicants for long-term financial assistance shall be reviewed initially by the staff who shall report to the Chairman of the Teacher Assistance Program Committee for consideration and decision.  If the Committee Chairman is unable to reach a decision or if the Applicant requests reconsideration of the Chairman's decision, the Teacher Assistance Program Committee shall be polled or shall meet in person to consider the request.  If the Committee should reach a decision, that decision shall be final.  If the Committee is unable to reach a decision, the entire Board of Trustees shall be polled or shall meet in person to consider the request.  The decision of the Board of Trustees shall be final.

14.
All grants will be subject to periodic (not less frequently than annually) evaluation by the staff. Grants are subject to amendment, revocation or termination in the Trustees' absolute discretion.  No grant is permanent.  No recipient has a right or expectancy to continued future assistance
15.
Each Applicant's file will be considered confidential to the extent allowable under the law. 
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